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Saturday  again  —  and  news  items  from  our  correspondent  in  the  nation1  s 
caoitol.     Let's  see  what  she  found  out  last  week  —  visiting  around  in  the 
various  Bureaus  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

"My  news  items  today,"  she  writes,   "go  to  show  that  there  is  nothing 
new  under  the  sun  .  .   .  For  instance,  it's  quite  possible  that  fifteen  hundred 
years  ago  the  young  debutantes  of  what  is  now  northeastern  Arizona  were 
wearing  'bunny'  coats  to  their  parties.     You  know  these  popular  evening  jackets, 
made  of  rabbit  fur. 

"And  you've  heard  of  Daddy  Bunting,  who  went  hunting  for  a  rabbit  skin 
to  wrap  his  Baby  Bunting  in  —  well,  it's  almost  a  certainty  that  he  lived 
fifteen  hundred  years  ago,  in  northeastern  Arizona. 

"Of  course,  "  says  our  correspondent,  "I  can't  prove  the  foregoing  f acts , 
but  I  can  throve  to  you  that  cotton-tail  rabbits  were  hopping  around  the  country 
in  the  year  ^35  A.D.    A  member  of  the  Bureau  of  Biological  Survey,  cooperating 
with  the  Museum  of  Northern  Arizona  at  Flagstaff,  recently  identified  rabbit 
hairs  on  clothing  worn  by  people  who  lived  in  the  Southwest  more  than  15 
centuries  ago.     The  rabbit  hairs,  most  of  them  in  a  good  state  of  preservation, 
were  found  in  a  burial  cave  in  northeastern  Arizona,  and  the  Government  biologist 
says  they're  almost  like  the  hairs  of  the  present-day  cottontail." 


Well  —  that's  enough  to  make  Peter  Rabbit  put  on  airs  — 
that  he  can  trace  his  ancestry  back  to  the  Rabbits  of  Arizona. 
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The  next  news  item  is  about  popcorn.     According  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  nopcorn  prices  are  on  the  rise.     A  year  ago  popcorn  was  selling  in 
Iowa  for  one  cent  a  pound,  about  the  lowest  price  on  record.     Today  farmers  are 
getting  five  to  eight  cents  a  poiind.     Eastern  dealers  are  asking  twelve  to 
fifteen  cents  a  pound.    No  one  will  predict  Wl.at  prices  maty  be  asked  —  and 
received  —  before  another  crop    is  Harvested.     Suorilies  are  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Of  course  you  know  why  our  popcorn  stipply  is  low  —  it's  all  on  account 
of  the  drougnt.     The  three  States  that  usually  l^ad  in  popcorn  production  are 
Iowa,  Kansas,  and  Uebraska,  which  raise  ..■•.ore  than  thr ee-f ourths  of  the  total 
crop,  and  you  know  what  the  drought  did  to  Iowa,  Kansas,  and  Uebraska. 
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Quoting  our  correspondent:  "It  looks  as  if  we'll  eat  less  popcorn  for  a 
while  and  fewer  popcorn  balls,  or  pay  more  for  the  privilege.    Popcorn  growers 
who  ask  advice  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  are  reminded  that  an  attempt 
tc  make  a  'killing'   in  1935.  by  planting  an  abnormal  acreage,  could  easily  result 
in  a  big  surplus.      A  surplus  of  popcorn  is  more  common  than  a  shortage. 

"Popcorn  is  not  a  new  crop,"     says  our  Washington  correspondent.     "In  fact, 
it  was  probably  being  coltivated  before  Columbus  discovered  America.     There  is 
geed  evidence,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,   that  the  Indians  of  botii 
North  America  and  South  America  were  using  popcorn  before  the  coming  of  the  white 
men. 

"The  Department  of  Agriculture  says  that  popcorn  is  an  American  delicacy, 
even  though  two  of  the  best  known  types  bear  the  names  of  South  American  and 
Japanese  "ull-less.     The  South  American  has  a  big  kernel  and  pops  with  a  rich, 
buttered  color.     The  Jaoaiiess  is  smaller,  more  delicately  flavored,   tender,  and 
white.    Rice  popcorn  is  another  standard  type.     All  have  a  number  of  trade  names.., 

"Popcorn  is  classed  among  the  lnjcuries.  Vendors  report  that  business  is 
best  when  times  are  good  and  spending  money  plentiful.  In  recent  years  poncorn 
has  run  into  stiff  co-.metition  from  candy  bars  and  frozen  confections." 

"Now,"  says  our  Washington  correspondent,   "I  told  you  there  is  nothing  new 
under  the  sun.   .   .  But  remember  there  are  exceptions  to  every  rule.   .  .    Have  you 
heard  about  the  new  food  system  of  distributing  food,  being  tried  in  Germany? 
It  may  do  away  with  kitchen  work  for  the  homemaker  who  lives  in  an  apartment,  and 
it  may  revolutionize  apartment  building.     The  experiment  is  beinj;  tried  in 
Berlin,  in  a  middle-class  neighborhood,   in  a  group  of  apartments  covering  ten 
square  blocks. 

"The  most  important  parts  of  this  new  system  of  distriouting  cooked  food 
are  'a  gigantic  food  kitchen,  a  network  of  pneumatic  tubes,  an  army  of  chefs,  and 
a  corns  of  assistants  to  cook  the  food  and  pack  it  into  thermos  bottles  for 
delivery  through  the  pneumatic  tubes.   .  .  The  huge  kitchens  are  housed  in  sub- 
terranean passages  under  the  buildings  and  cover  an  area  of  four  blocks.  The 
pneumatic  tube  network  is  the  connecting  link.     Sach  tenant  in  the  apartment 
houses  has  been  supplied  with  a  catalog,  much  as  telephone  directories  are 
handed  out  to  subscribers.     The  catalog  lists  every  food  prepared  in  the  kitchen, 
as  well  as  the  price  and  the  smallest  quantity  of  food  which  can  be  obtained.' 

"And,"  concludes  our  correspondent,   "since  that  catalog  contains  300  pages 
or  more,  .you  can  get  some  idea  of  the  variety  of  foods  supplied  by  the  central 
kitchen,  by  way  of  tlx    pneumatic  tube." 

Now,   I  must  say  that  is  a  novel  idea.     Sometimes  I  think  it  would  be  a 
blessing,  just  to  press  a  button  and  have  a  full-course  dinner  brought  to  my 
door.    But  other  times,  I  like  to  do  my  own  cooking,  in  my  own  way.    Well,  we'll 
see  how  this  new  experiment  in  Germany  turns  out,  before  we  tnrow  away  our 
skillets  and  roasting  pans. 


